activity in contemporary geoscience. To handle it without oversimplification or getting lost in a maze of detail is no small accomplishment. I know of no other attempt to reduce the complexities of the relevant primary literature to the confines of a single popular-science book. However, one major element is glossed over: why do supercontinents form? They are thought to break up owing to radiogenic heat trapped beneath. But why aren't there perpetual random associations of land masses going on all over the globe? Why should there be a series of continental coalescences? The 'introversion' and 'extroversion' models partly address these questions, but undoubtedly there is much more to be said about them.
Nield rightly deems it important for the public to grasp the outlines of current (geo) plates, in revealing the histories of continents and oceans. He describes what he calls 'Rust World' , when banded ironstone formations emerged 3.5 to 1.5 billion years ago, owing to the production of oxygen in the atmosphere by simple photosynthesizing life-forms.
There followed the age of stromatolites, dubbed here 'Lasagne World' . Then a period of cooling, when organisms sapped the atmosphere of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide, and sunlight reaching Earth was reduced by dust from volcanic eruptions accompanying the break-up of Rodinia. So came 'Iceworld' or 'Snowball Earth' . This world is thought to have had several episodes during the period 710-580 million years ago, the climatic swings being due to the opposing effects of outbursts of volcanic gases and the sequestration of carbon dioxide by living organisms. The huge swings supposedly ceased when Rodinia fractured and landmasses were no longer mostly located near the Equator. The evolution of 'modern' life-forms quickly followed. All this is admirably described. The attempted reconstructions of past and future continents and oceans is a major field of
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